Dear Paul, 


9/13/77 


After viewing all of what your friend Rintela did with Ehrli Chinan's book I can 
well understand the high praises you heaped on him. He is a real craftsman. I am full 
Ox respect for what he ha8 done# Unlike some of the reviewers, I think that for »n its 
defects this was not only a fine piece of work in all respects - it was socially useful. 

In that category I have only one question! the second false picture of the CIA. 

<iw i n0t mr* a D Khr ^ lChman,a b00k * 1 understand it says that the fflA brought Nixon down, 

f t*' ^ 18 alaounfai thful- By this I mean not only in the overall 

55SJ 1 ! 7 Lt , and lts record * of the regret over excesses, 

lim ited to cold vex belief, is inadequate* 

of J he f*" ae 611 1 7 ervim 011 loca l Washington TV news during this series in which one 
of the nATuaes reporters used as a consultant said he was unhappy that so ouch of the 

! aDyt ** D * that refl Uy hap^ned. I think I paid much more attention to 
““streporters, have an entire file cabinet of materials on it, and I dis- 
t + ^\ t p S K ! r iP° ±8I “* 0116 of the thin e s that impressed me as I watched the series is 

th8 60n8 ! que p e of legitimate dramatic handling of what competent research 
>,un: ed up. Leaving aside the who bedded with whom stuff and the above comment on the CIA 

w^ r Ja4^te 8 1Si^ idCnt ° f thi8 nStUre in the fil “ that 1 «“"* coniiect with ooe'ttmt 

who w^r 86 Z 7™ DOt t0 1,6 able t0 e P en d time with people like *intels, those 

r r Vhat i8 80Clall y useful * I am sure that my files and head 
voiri Th? h 7*“? i endS itBelf to the n °n-fiction novel treatment ABC eeems to be 
^ the Supr^ 8 cJlS^ eB 80m<i “ nt0ld Watereate stories, one an effort to "get" a Justice 

n ho„ + I ?r,^ C0Ilne0t t! n ' 89 ° f ^turday's mail I'd had no response from those I asked 

t“ 0n UPP9r W68t ° 0a8t * So 33 of now ' when 1 «ot to Wisconsin the end 
of the month, I have no purpose in coin* farthur. 

„ . 1 7* a0 5 ac Has excel laat, too. Just about all, only some better than good. 

(Robinson^Hnr ^l 6 * 11 ? rathe ^\ than unkind to Nixon, was magnificent in adifficult role. 
(Bobinson and Rintels were too kind to *elms, one of the wrongest of the dedicated wrong, 
a man who made goodness of evil in his own mind.) e ’ 

Of course this kind of treatment was safe long before the project started. I'd like 
to see some untold stories told this way. There is an entire system of society that if 
not secure, a creeping authoritarianism those who are well-off and overly-busv may not 
recogru.ee as realities. Probably this concern even more than concentration on fact and 
accuracy distinguishes my work from that of others in the fields VffSv^.JtwSf 

ffout° C 2f %° f h8 W8 f ° f leCtUr6S “* 6emlXlar8 at WisconaiD lafl t SSlS t“ 

If ef ef nn to *5" conservative of the well-established it was loved - a universally 
weekf vailablf °t* T f ia no " “aking audio and video cassettes of the entire 

send 8 ' 8 PP ° jeCt ° f the OOTmunicationa «chool,done by students. J *11 

. ft 18 * 5 h f^- e 80 a role so well, so much in keeping with the real caracter 

t ? 1 “ f l* 6 “ actor ■— O’Connell tried to iSfeat ^ ^ mf^ST 

ef Sf w At the r“ e tiEe Ka £« i0 Pi ®l d tried to interest I think" itwas Burt Laf 

nf f h* P tlVe exce Pt for talk, that not with me. So I remain with the unhapoy history 
intfff^H aoccaaaful movies stolen from my earlier work, CSS and (Jung Hofand all ^ 

tb. Sdi» “> ft— to *» am«. *w. 

ime to take another Kalk. I did two miles in two walks by 8:20, listening t^ the radio 

Bernstei " ^ 10 &£?£££ S\5£l. 

NTr 6 . : A, Including CBS. it released a statement not on its own major a.m. newscast 

NBC carried nothing before at or after 7 a.m. and not a word in the Post. Best, 3t ' 


